Wednesday Morning Study

September 2007 – 2008

The Introduction consisted of an overview of the Kingdom of God and the (sacramental) importance of space (chiefly Eden, Tabernacle, Temple, Incarnation)

Joshua 1

Search the Scriptures

1. Read Deuteronomy 34:1-8. For a generation Moses stood before Israel as the LORD’s servant, leading the people of God out of Egypt through the wilderness to the entrance of the land of Canaan. But now he has died; what will the people of Israel do? Consider Deuteronomy 34:10-12; how could any one ever hope to fill the sandals of Moses? However, what hope was planted among the people in Deuteronomy 34:9? When is the next time that we behold Moses? How does his work, ended at the close of Deuteronomy, connect him to Jesus’ transfiguration? See Luke 9:28-36.

2. Read Joshua 1:1. Deuteronomy concluded with a note of anticipation; how does this book continue “singing the same melody”? Read the rest of Joshua 1. The main actors and their responsibilities are set forth in consecutive speeches. Who are the primary players? What will their roles be?

3. Rather than speaking about sacrifices, tabernacle, altar, and priesthood, the LORD speaks of the land. What promise stands behind the purpose of occupying the land?  Refer to Genesis 12:1-7; Galatians 3:16. See also Leviticus 25:23.  For similar descriptions of the land, refer to Genesis 15:18-21; Exodus 23:31; Numbers 34:1-12; Deuteronomy 1:7; 11:24. Considerable detail described the tabernacle and its appointments in Exodus; why might it also be valuable to define the boundaries of the land?

4. Succeeding Moses as leader might have caused many to hesitate, humanly speaking; leading that stiff-necked people with questionable ancestors might have caused additional reticence. In the face of that kind of human experience, why should Joshua be strong and courageous? Review Exodus 13:21-22; Exodus 25:22; Exodus 33:7-23; 40:34-38. How is Joshua’s meditation on the Book of the Law linked to his leadership and the success and prosperity of Israel? 

5. After hearing the LORD’s word, what is the response of Joshua? Of what did Joshua remind the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh? See Numbers 32:6,7,14, 33; Deuteronomy 3:18-20.

6. Rest could suggest a life of a leisure; however, read Genesis 2:2-3 & Exodus 20:11; Exodus 23:12 & Deuteronomy 5:14. Of what kind of rest is Joshua reminding Israel?

7. How do the tribes east of the Jordan respond? Why would they repeat the exhortation “Be strong and courageous”? What happens to those who transgress what has been promised? What kind of relationship do the people of Israel have with Joshua? By what was that bond created? Consider I Thessalonians 5:12-13; I Timothy 5:17-20; Hebrews 13:17.

For Us

· What rhythm do you perceive in these speeches from God and His people? What pattern does that suggest for the Church today? What does this stay about the death of Christian leaders today? (Consider also I Kings 19.)

· Christians are baptized into a great struggle; Jesus came not to bring peace but a sword; we are to be equipped with the full armor of God, wielding the sword of the Spirit. What kind of battle do we fight?

· On what does the forward movement of the Church depend? What is church leadership to point to?

· What is our inheritance as God’s people? What assures us of that inheritance? Refer to Ephesians 1:14; II Corinthians 5:1-5.

· Joshua had witnessed the many mighty signs of the LORD; we might think therefore that he had obvious reasons to be strong and courageous. Why should we, who have not had the same personal experiences as Joshua, be strong and courageous? Who is with us? Matthew 1:23; Matthew 28:20; consider Hebrews 13:5.

· If one describes the book of Joshua as a record of a socio-military invasion and occupation, reading the LORD’s words could be reduced to “Follow the LORD’s orders!” What is the difference between meditating on the LORD’s word and slavish obedience to a higher authority? What does it mean for us to meditate on the Word of the LORD? What remains as the sole source and guide for the people of God? Consider II Timothy 3:15-17.

· Discuss this statement of Luther: Oratio, meditatio, tentatio faciunt theologum (“Prayer, meditation, and testing make a theologian”).

· Sometimes it appears that when others have gained what they sought, they are not so willingly to risk enjoying it. What does the promise of Rueben, Gad, and Manasseh suggest for the people of the Church today?

· In the Old Testament, consequences for disobedience and disruption of the fellowship seem harsh; what would the purpose of severe threats be? What should happen today to those who break the fellowship of the new testament? Reflect on Matthew 18:15-20; I Corinthians 5:1-13.

Joshua 2

The goals for this study of Joshua 2 are four: 1) to observe the lively faith of the Israelite spies, 2) to note the creation and confession of faith in the Canaanite Rahab, and 3) to note how the LORD employed unexpected means by which to accomplish His purpose, and 4) to be encouraged by the LORD’s demonstrated faithfulness.

Search the Scriptures

Joshua 2:1a

1. If the first word of Joshua 2:1 is rendered “Then Joshua son of Nun sent . . .” rather than “And Joshua . . . “, what connection may be stressed between this mission of the spies and what had been confessed in Joshua 1?

2. The RSV, NIV, and ESV place “send” and “secretly” near or next to each other, though it may be better to suggest that “secretly” applies to the speaking to the spies rather than to the sending of the spies. What would be the difference?

3. Why reconnoiter Jericho, already having been given the promise of Joshua 1?

Joshua 2:1b-7

4. With the declaration of Israel’s holiness and the command to show forth this holiness through all words and deeds (Leviticus 19), why would the Israelite men enter the house of a prostitute?

5. The report of Egypt’s rout and the collapse of Sihon and Og have reached the ears of all Jericho, grabbing especially the ears of the king. What had he obviously feared, aware of the Israelite presence across the Jordan River valley?

6. Note the crafted suspense concerning the conversation between the king and Rahab; the king, with fitting alarm (“Look”), demanded and she deftly replied. But yet you are left pondering why Rahab, an inhabitant of Jericho, should have answered with apparent deceit. What reasons might be offered for Rahab’s reply at this point? What is the reader to reflect on about Rahab at this juncture in the story?

7. Though easily passed over by contemporary readers, why should attention be paid to the gates and their closure?

Joshua 2:8-13

8. Though the path to Rahab’s ears of the LORD’s mighty deeds remains unknown, she had learned “enough” to summarize and confess; what of the LORD had Rahab heard? As a consequence of her hearing, what had she concluded about the LORD from her knowledge of the recent events? In other words, what kind of God is able to defeat the nearest superpower, Egypt, and the local power-brokers?

9. In her confession of the LORD’s awesome works, she noted how Sihon and Og had been devoted to destruction. That reference, maybe more than a mere military thrashing, truck terror into her heart. Consider Deuteronomy 7:1-5; 13:12-19; 20:16-18.

10. Having mulled over the confession of the LORD and His works, as described by Rahab, discuss her response (the why and what) to the Israelites. Though her past bond with man was no legitimate covenant, what does her word about the LORD suggest?

11. As many words, “faithfulness” assumes sundry nuances dependent on the context. Read the following passages, and identify the sense of “faithfulness”:

a. Joshua 2:14

b. Genesis 21:23

c. Exodus 34:6-7

Joshua 2:14-21

12. Describe the kind of arrangement that the Israelite men struck with Rahab. Responding to their promise, how had Rahab aided them? And then what responsibility had the spies assumed?

13. If Rahab had ran a business of flax and linen, the scarlet rope from her window could have appeared innocuous. What practical reason would there be to hang the scarlet rope from the window? Of what business was Rahab to be silent?

Joshua 2:22-24

14. These three verses could be read as a simple report of what had occurred. However, concluding with verse 24, this section offers more. Recall the emphasis of chapter 1; how then does this series of events conclude? One should highlight in particular the testimony of the spies; why note that the men recounted to Joshua all that happened? If the general population of Israel had been informed of their mission and how heard the whole report, what might their conclusion have been? What does this conclusion to the mission underscore?

For Us

1. An inner life is revealed outward actions. What might we learn about the inner life of Rahab by her actions toward the king and toward the spies?

a. Hebrews 11:31

b. James 2:25

c. Hebrews 11:31

d. Joshua 2:11

e. Joshua 2:9,10,11,12

f. Joshua 2:10

g. Joshua 2:12

2. Hebrews 11:31 and James 2:25 present a startling testimony of Rahab: the presence of genuine faith. How could Rahab be reckoned righteous for her work? What might we conclude about Rahab and her deception of the king of Jericho?

3. We witness, as Rahab, had, the works of the LORD through the testimony of others—the words of the Scriptures, the record of eyewitnesses. What is such evidence to work within us? Read John 20:30,31. And what is the proof of that kind of life? How might we confess that our God is not a local deity, restrained by the thoughts of man?

4. The spies had a definite purpose: to scout the weaknesses of the city and determine its morale. What might this suggest about our awareness of our opponents in this life? Consider Ephesians 6:10-18; II Corinthians 10:3-6.

5. Early fathers compared the red rope to the blood marking the door of the Israelites on the night of the Passover. What importance may an external marker have for the faith? What external markers do you have for the practice of the faith?

6. Though not directly teaching that we create identical covenantal relationships as described in Joshua 2, how are the relationships within the Body of Christ similar? Consider Galatians 6:1-5 and I John 3:16-18.

7. Besides appearing in Hebrews and James, Rahab appears in Matthew 1:5, in the genealogy of the son of David, the son of Abraham. Why is her appearance there most significant for the non-Israelite, all those who belong to the nations (Matthew 28:19)?

8. In the final scene, posing a definitive and significant contrast with the faithless spies of Numbers 13 (excepting Joshua and Caleb), the unnamed scouts reported all their observations; recap what happened. Yet what was their conclusion? What does this suggest for the outlook of faith in this life? See Luke 21:25-28 and Romans 8:37.

Joshua 3-5

Goals

1) note the continued pattern of the Lord commanding Joshua, Joshua commanding the people, and the people carrying out the Lord’s command; 2) Understand the theme of God’s active presence among his people in its various manifestations; 3) Understand the Lord’s goals in using the means he chooses to accomplish his work, and the effects that stretch beyond getting people across a river; 4) Be strengthened in our faith by the pattern of God’s continued covenant faithfulness, pointing to Christ.

Outline

3:1-6

Preparing for crossing: Led by the ark to the brink of the Jordan

3:7-17

Beginning the crossing: The Lord performs a sign in their midst

4:1-9

Preparing to remember the crossing: the memorials

4:10-14
Accomplishment of the crossing: a people doing the Lord’s will

4:15-19
Concluding the crossing: sealing the miracle

4:20-24
Remembrance of the crossing: what did the Lord show us here?

5:1-9

Circumcision and the rolling-away of reproach

5:10-12
First Passover in Canaan and the end of the manna

5:13-15
The Commander of the Army of the Lord

Search the Scriptures

Joshua 3:1-6
1. How does the Lord embolden Joshua and Israel to break camp and go to the Jordan?

a. Torah of Moses (Ex 15)

b. God’s word to Joshua

c. Signs: fulfillment of prior promises

2. What is the significance of the ark? (See Josh 3:3, 6, 11, 13, 14, 15, 17; 4:5, 7, 9, 10, 11, 16, 18): “ark of the covenant of the Lord your God”, “ark of the covenant”, “ark of the covenant, the Lord of all the earth”, “ark of the testimony”

a. What is it? (Ex 25:10-22)

b. How is this different from how God led Israel before?  the same? (Num 10:35-6, Ps 68:1-3).  When the ark moves, is it just the ark that moves?  

c. Why must the Israelites stay back from the ark instead of crowding around it? (there are at least two good reasons)

3. What previous event is brought to mind when the officers say, “you have not crossed over on this path ever before”?  (See Num 14)  Where does the command of the officers come from?

4. Joshua says, “Sanctify yourselves, because tomorrow the Lord will do in your midst miracles.”  What is the connection between the Lord’s presence and sanctification?

a. The Lord will do in your midst miracles (See Ex 15:11-13)

b. Sanctify yourselves (Lev 11:44, 20:7-8, Ex 19:22)

c. Why did Israel pause at the Jordan? (Ex 14:1-14)

Joshua 3:7-17

5. What familiar pattern do we see here?

a. 3:7-8

b. 3:9-13

c. 3:14-17

6. How does the author build suspense and pique the hearer’s interest in this account?  Henry Ford once said, “History is more or less bunk.  It’s tradition.  We don’t want tradition.  We want to live in the present and the only history that is worth a tinker’s dam is the history we make today.”  Does the way the Holy Spirit caused this account to be written give us a different view of history?

7. The Lord has other purposes in what he is doing besides just getting Joshua and Israel across the river.  What are these?

a. With regard to Joshua: What is the purpose expressed here?  To what promise is the Lord ultimately pointing the people in his doing this?  What purpose is expressed in 4:22-24? (See Acts 2:22; Mt 3:13,16)  To what does it extend today (Lk 10:16)?

b. With regard to God’s presence

c. With regard to Israel’s future

8. What is the significance of the Jordan River in other events?  What is the connection to the Red Sea?  Is March / April a good time to go fording rivers?

9. Why does Joshua call the Lord “the living God” in v. 10?  The “Lord (Adon) of all the earth” in v. 13?

10. What do we know about Canaan, that is, the seven peoples to be defeated there, already from Genesis (9:25)?

11. How does the text emphasize that something miraculous happened here, and not just the finding of a previously unknown fording location or a landslide that stopped the river?

Joshua 4:1-9
12. What is emphasized in this section?  What is going on here more than crossing a river? (Ex 12:24-28; 13:14; Dt 6:4-7)

13. From where is the Lord speaking (v.3)?  What do the twelve stones therefore recall?  How many monuments are there, and why?

Joshua 4:10-14

14. In v. 10, why does it say “according to all Moses had commanded Joshua”?  What is it talking about? (See Josh 4:12; Deut 31:7-8; Dt 18:15)

15. What is accomplished in this crossing besides getting the people across the river?  Why is this important?  How is it in keeping with the major themes of the book?

Joshua 4:15-19

16. What is the significance of these details about how the river was returned to its original flow?

Joshua 4:20-24

17. What has the Lord accomplished in how he got his people across the river?  How does this inform us about the meaning of God’s action in history for us?  What do we tell our children?

18. Is this miracle only for the people of Israel?  How has its effect on other people already been shown?  What does this show us about evangelism in the OT?

Joshua 5

These twelve verses (5:1-12) assemble the incarnate realities of Israel’s deliverance from Egypt and anticipate the enjoyment of them in the land of Canaan. Before inheriting the land, the men are circumcised—the old life has been cut away, declaring that new life, out of the former land and into the new land, springs from God’s promise. The congregation then celebrates Passover, confessing that the Passover remembered more than a deliverance from Egypt; it presently participates in the banquet that overflows with a new life sustained by the LORD in the new land.

Search the Scriptures

5:1, The Report of Crossing the Jordan River

1. The report of the work of the LORD went forth, accomplishing the purpose for which He sent it. With the publishing of Israel crossing the River Jordan, what had the LORD intended to work within the spirit of the Canaanites? For what purposes?

5:2-9, Circumcision and the Rolling-away of Reproach

2. Though circumcision was practiced among other peoples besides Israel, its practice in Israel was a confession of faith. According to Genesis 17:11-14, what was the purpose of circumcision? How does the circumcision at this juncture in Israel’s journey reiterate that purpose? In other words, what of the LORD was Israel confessing (the content of the confession) through circumcision? Consider Genesis 1-2:4; Exodus 4:24-26; also Romans 4:11-12.

3. What had happened in the wilderness to those who had been circumcised before leaving Egypt? Had they combined their circumcision with faith?

4. Noting “the whole nation” was circumcised might be swiftly passed over without a second thought; however, what weight, as it completes the demand of the LORD (verse 2) and serves as a contrast to the previous generation (verse 4), does the passage bear?

5. “Roll” and “Gilgal” are related words; the location has been named for what has been performed. What has been rolled away at the “Place of Rolled Away”? Consider Exodus 32:12; Numbers 14:13-16 and Deuteronomy 9:28.

6. The Golden State. The Diary State. The Sunshine State. Those are brief descriptions attempting to capture the essence of a location. What does the phrase “a land flowing with milk and honey”
 express? 

5:10-12, First Passover in Canaan and the End of the Manna

7. Four days after the memorial of stones had been erected at Gilgal and after the circumcision of the generation that had been born in the wilderness, the Israelites celebrated the Passover. How was circumcision connected to the participation in the Passover? Read Exodus 12:48-49.

8. Then unleavened bread and roasted grain from the land was eaten; and the manna no longer fed Israel. What did eating of the food from Canaan—and not the manna—signify? For what purpose had the LORD fed Israel the manna in the wilderness? Consider Deuteronomy 8:3. How are those events bound to the celebration of the Passover? Read Exodus 12:24-25.

For Us

A. A nation crossing a river dried up. Such an overwhelming sign does not seem to herald the approach of God’s kingdom in His people. Rather than majesty and power, the Church is dressed in weakness and humility. However, with Jesus’ appearance, events occurred that caused the kingdoms of the world to quake; read Mark 1:21-28. Within the larger context of Jesus’ resurrection and ascension, how might we regard the unexplainable events of today’s world? Consider Ephesians 1:22-23.

B. Circumcision marked the people of Israel as the LORD’s people; it externally marked an event of the inner life, belief in the LORD’s promise. Read Romans 2:28-29. Though opinions about the physical benefits of circumcision are debated by health professionals today, we are taught by Paul that another act has assumed the place of circumcision; what is that act? Read Colossians 2:11-13; summarize how your baptism is a circumcision in Christ.

C. However, not all who were circumcised entered the land. What warning from that revelation of God’s judgment does Paul set before us, the baptized? Read I Corinthians 10:1-14. When a present generation sets aside the promises of the LORD in favor of self-chosen gifts, what is the LORD able to do? Consider Luke 3:8.

D. In I Corinthians, the Corinthian congregation received instruction about the celebration of the Holy Communion. Who participated in the Holy Communion? Read I Corinthians 1:13-15; 11:28. In the institution of the Holy Communion, our Lord intimately binds the Old Testament Passover to Himself, His own sacrifice. Read Exodus 12:26-27; how has the Lord fulfilled the Passover?

E. Another aspect of the Holy Communion should be noted. A frequent metaphor for the believer’s life and trust in the Lord is “path, journey.” How does Paul describe the feeding of Israel in the wilderness? Read I Corinthians 10:3-5. During this pilgrimage, how shall we be fed? Consider Matthew 4:3-34; John 6:35,48. Why, then, would we participate in the Holy Communion regularly? And what does our participation await? Read I Corinthians 11:26.

F. Unlike Israel, the Church today has no gold-covered acacia ark leading her in procession. Is there any place on earth that has assumed the significance of the ark of the covenant? What connection might be drawn between the ark of the covenant and a crucifix, especially in a procession? Therefore, though you have not crossed this way before, who has gone before you, or who is always with the Church?

G. When Israel entered the new land, manna no longer fed them and a memorial of stones was constructed, as a witness, teaching the faithfulness of the LORD. Through Holy Baptism, we have passed from death to life; we are new creatures; what events in our lives reveal that passage? As creatures in time and space, we rely on physical markers for much of life; in what way do we construct monuments to the faithfulness of the Lord? How can they be edifying? How are we able to use the events of the service and of the day to instruct the children of the congregation? How can those very same events and markers lead astray?

Joshua 5:13-6:27

Goals

The believer will see that

1. the LORD alone is the Cause of Israel’s victories;

2. Israel is the LORD’s agent, when the people adhere to His Word and by the power of the Word the people accomplish His purpose; and

3. the LORD judges the unbeliever and gives inheritance to His people

Outline

I. The Commander of the Army of the LORD (5:13-15)
II. The LORD commands Joshua how to capture Jericho (6:1-5)

III. Joshua commands the priests and people how to proceed (6:6-7)

IV. Israel carries out the LORD’s commands (6:8-27)

A. Israel proceeds around Jericho once each day for six days (6:8-14)

B. On the seventh day the walls fall and Jericho is captured (6:15-21)

C. Rahab and her family are spared (6:22-25)

D. Joshua swears an oath that curses anyone who rebuilds Jericho (6:26)

E. The LORD’s presence brings fame to Joshua (6:27)

Search the Scriptures

1. Carefully consider the outline above; what familiar structure, present in Joshua 1 and 3-4, reveals itself here?

Joshua 5:13-15
2. Though the encounter itself stands as noteworthy, how, in verse 13, has the author drawn attention to it? Who is this one who appears before Joshua—how is the man described? How does the man identify himself? Describe his reaction to Joshua’s question. On whose side is the LORD of hosts? Of what host is He commander?

3. How does the appearance of this man compare to Exodus 3:5? How does it link Moses and Joshua?

4. Compare this appearance of the commander of the army of the LORD to II Kings 6:15-17 and II Kings 19:35. What kind of God did Israel confess?

Joshua 6:1-5

5. Noted already in Joshua 2:10 and 5:1, again it is stated a nation’s reaction to God’s work in and through Israel. Why repeat the city’s response to the presence of Israel?

6. From the procession of the Israelite army to the ark of the covenant, the instructions from the LORD are precise; and though He detailed no reasons for the commands, what reasons correspond with the context of the Scriptures? For example, why had the LORD commanded the men of war to march around the city once for six consecutive days, rather than causing an immediate collapse? In your response, consider Hebrews 11:30 and Genesis 1:1-2:3.

7. More specifically, take into account the ram’s horn. For Israel what would the sounding of the horn have signified? Read Psalm 81:3; Leviticus 25:9-10; I Kings 1:34; II Kings 9:13; Judges 3:27; II Samuel 20:1.

Joshua 6:6-14

8. Since its construction at the foot of Mount Sinai, the ark of the covenant occupied the central location in Israel. Why had the ark been the central feature in the procession around Jericho?

Joshua 6:15-21

9. A city situated at the entrance to the land would seem to be valuable strategically as well as economically. Why, then, raze it, including children and animals? In other words, “devoted to the LORD” meant what for Israel about the city, both of its people and domesticated animals as well as its valuable articles?

10. What had the LORD revealed about Himself by demanding this devotion?

Joshua 6:22-25

11. Seemingly held in suspense, only now is reported what happened to Rahab and her family. What was disclosed about the LORD in this rescue?

Joshua 6:26-27

12. After the walls were laid flat, the inhabitants put to the sword, and the substance burned, what else was laid on the city? What would the desolation and curse signify for successive generations? Remember especially it takes place “before the LORD.” Compare Genesis 3:14,17; Deuteronomy 27:15; I Samuel 14:24,28; Jeremiah 11:3. See then I Kings 16:34.

13. Successful military leaders in many nations and cultures reap benefits in civilian life. What should the fame of Joshua illustrate?

For Us

A. Jericho, with its might fortifications, proved no match for the LORD’s will and power. In a later battle, other gates prove just as impotent. How can we state with full confidence that “the gates of hell shall not prevail against” the Lord and His Church (Matthew 16:18)? Who provides the strength of the Church’s gates? When will the need of gates for the Church end? Ponder Romans 8:31-37 and Revelation 21:22-25.

B. When do we confess that the LORD is the God of armies? What do we mean by that statement? What in today’s culture might cause us to hesitate confessing that God is “the LORD of armies”? Contemplate Isaiah 6:5 and Revelation 19:16.

C. Burnt offerings and tithes were tokens of stewardship, even as Jericho was devoted to the LORD—not to Israel. Though not exercised in the same literal manner, what might the devotion of things captured mean for our stewardship today?

D. Our voters’ assemblies never summon Christians to bear literal weapons to raze and bring to ruin pagan temples and immoral businesses. However, the meaning of Joshua 6 yet carries much weight for us; the destruction of Jericho represents __________ . As Jericho rejected the mighty works of the LORD and received its judgment, what of those who saw the Lord and His works? See Matthew 11:20-24 (Luke 10:15). And ponder Hebrews 2:1-2 and I Corinthians 10:1-14.

E. A distance of several thousand years and miles keeps the blood of man and beast far from our hands and the stench away from our nostrils. That space does not eliminate its reality. When Christians ponder the destruction that will fall upon the unbelieving world, what might we do? Consider our Lord’s words in Luke 19:41-44.

Joshua 7:1-26

Goals

The believer will see that:

· Faithlessness brings ruin and destruction.

· Israelite defeat was linked directly to the disobedience of Achan.

· The people of God may be treated as a corporate unity.

· God’s anger is turned away from His people by His chosen means.

Outline

I. The Unfaithfulness of Achan (7:1)

II. The Defeat of Israel at Ai (7:2-5)

III. Israel’s Perplexity and the Repentant Prayer of Joshua (7:6-9)

IV. The LORD’s Answer to Joshua’s Prayer (7:10-15)

V. The Selection, Confession, and Judgment of Achan (7:16-25) 

VI. The Anger of the LORD Was Removed (7:26)

Search the Scriptures

Joshua 7:1

1. In Deuteronomy 20:16-18, Moses ruled that all the inhabitants of Canaan be devoted by execution for their idolatry and all it accompanying moral corruption. Hence, Jericho was devoted to the LORD—except for whom? Why?

2. Yet even as Rahab was rescued from her past, another was plunged into destruction because of what?

Joshua 7:2-5

3. When Jericho heard of Israel’s departure from Egypt and the destruction of Sihon and Og, whose heart melted? When Israel crossed the Jordan, whose hearts melted? Who has caused the hearts of Israel to melt?

Joshua 7:6-9

4. Joshua could only have summarized the events as he had witnessed them. What was Joshua’s assumption about the LORD when the Israelites were defeated? On what basis had he appealed to the LORD?

Joshua 7:10-15

5. Though Achan had acted alone, on whom had the LORD’s judgment fallen? Yet what hope does He extend to the people?

Joshua 7:16-25

6. When confronted by Joshua after he had been selected
, what did Achan confess? How could Achan have given glory to God by confessing his sin?

7. Who and what is judged by God and stoned
 and burned by the people of Israel? (Note: The Law stated that Israel was not to put to death children for the sins of their father, Deuteronomy 24:16).

Joshua 7:26

8. Why build a mound as a memorial over the place of a man who had brought trouble onto Israel?

9. What did the LORD do after Achan was removed from Israel?

For Us

A. Compare the disobedience of Achan and the ensuing defeat for Israel to: “Through one man sin entered the world, and through sin came death, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned” (Romans 5:12).

B. Before the LORD each of us has transgressed the covenant—we also have coveted and lied. Yet rather than facing condemnation, something else has been given; what and how? Consider Romans 5:15-16, “But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. And the free gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin. For the judgment following trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought justification.” 

C. Joshua and the elders followed certain practices to demonstrate their grief. What rites do we practice to signify a time of tragedy and to express our grief? What are some of the benefits for those rites?

D. Joshua seemed to have set the blame for Israel’s defeat on the LORD. What tragedy strikes us today, whom are we ready to see at fault? To what should tragedy lead us?

E. During the long ordeal, Achan never stepped forward; what might Achan have been thinking? What might we hope when we have sinned? However, at the beginning of each service, our corporate act of confession echoes  I Samuel 16:7; II Samuel 12:7; Jeremiah 17:10. What have we confessed before God?

F. When Achan was put to death, who participated in his execution? Who participates in the excommunication of an individual from a congregation? What is being said about the life of the people of God in that instance?

G. Consider I John 1:8,10. What do we say about God when confronted about the truth of our sin that we try to escape or deny? But when we confess our sins, what are we confessing about God? Though not demanded, what is the benefit of enumerating (or naming our specific) sins?

H. What does Joshua 7 suggest about how the people of God are to be in their vocations, both seen and unseen?

Joshua 8:1-29

Goals

The believer will see that:

· Victory is received through an obedience of faith.

· The LORD decides and executes and concludes His plans according to His will.

· The people of God may depend upon the LORD to fulfill what He has promised.

Outline

I. The LORD encouraged Joshua and commanded him to take Ai by ambush (8:1-2)

II. Joshua organized Israel for battle as the LORD commanded (8:3-13)

III. Israel executed the LORD’s tactics (8:14-17)

IV. The LORD directed Israel to victory through Joshua (8:18-23)

V. The report of victory (8:24-29)

Search the Scriptures

Joshua 8:1-2

1. As the LORD spoke to Joshua with these words, He addressed Joshua alone (“you” and its other forms here are in the singular); what would that manner of address indicate?

2. In contrast to Jericho, what may the people of Israel do with the some of the physical remnants of Ai?

Joshua 8:3-13

3. What do we learn of the LORD through His planning to destroy Ai? On what had the Israelites depended in order to gain the victory?

Joshua 8:14-17

4. How well had the tactics worked on the psyche of the inhabitants of Ai?

5. Who once had lodged at Bethel? Read Genesis 12:8 and Genesis 28:10-22. Why would its capture then be significant? 

Joshua 8:18-23

6. When reading these verses aloud, how do the words sound like what they portray?

7. How well had the tactics worked for the capture and destruction of Ai? Who had orchestrated Ai’s demise?

8. How complete was the victory over the armies of Ai and Bethel?

Joshua 8:24-29

9. How complete was the victory over the population of Ai?

10. Maybe for a reward given by grace (though not specifically described as such), what had the LORD granted to His people?

11. Rather than a city occupied by unbelievers, what had Ai become?

12. What was the purpose of displaying the king’s body in that gruesome fashion? Why would his burial have occurred at the city gate? Read also Deuteronomy 21:22-23.

For Us

A. Are God’s people to be prepared and plan in their calling as His people? How much should they plan? What kind of planning should they undertake? Whose tools are they to use? What tools are they to use in their planning and preparation? On whom do Christians depend in order to prosper in their decisions? See also Luke 14:25-34.

B. Having read about the conquered cities of Jericho, Ai, and Bethel, (as a downpayment for land that the LORD had promised to the forefathers), of what can we be sure in regard to the LORD’s promises to us? What is that singular event that confirmed that His promises are “Yes!”?

C. The purpose of Ai for believers today stands clear: __________ will __________ __________ and __________ under the __________ of the __________. Consider Hebrews 10:31. Whose decision brought about the execution of the people of Ai? Whose decision will bring about the eternal punishment for the unbeliever? Consider Matthew 25:41 and I Corinthians 5:12-13. Reflect also on Deuteronomy 32:35 (Romans 12:19).

D. Unlike the king of Ai who by his unbelief and rebellion against the LORD received death as a just punishment, what innocent man was hung on a tree of the cross to redeem guilty mankind? Read Galatians 3:13.

Joshua 8:30-35

Goals

The believer will see that:

· Faith is sustained in the OT church militant through divine worship before the conquest continues;

· The whole burnt offering and peace offering point to the sacrifice of Christ;

· God’s Word stands as a lasting testimony to His purposes, one day to be enfleshed in Jesus;

· God’s covenant is proclaimed in Law and Gospel.

Search the Scriptures

Joshua 8:30-35.

1. Success for God’s people is contingent upon __________ with __________. So, what was the first thing to which the people of God devoted themselves after the capture of Ai? Read Deuteronomy 27:1-8. Now read Genesis 12:6-7; what significance does this place of hearing the Word carry? 

2. Why would natural (uncarved) stones be used for the altar? See also Exodus 20:25 and Deuteronomy 27:5-6.

3. What does the burnt offering signify? Read Leviticus 1:3-17. Why should burnt offerings be offered only at an appointed place? Read Deuteronomy 27:4-8.

4. Why was a peace sacrifice offered? Read Leviticus 3:1-17.

5. What might be the chief factor for recording the Torah on stones? By this was declared to stand at the center of Israelite life in the land? Why were altar and Word (inscribed and proclaimed) next to each other? Why could this event be called a covenant renewal ceremony?

6. Who participated in the hearing of the blessings and curses? What does this say about knowledge of the LORD among the people? Who spoke the blessings? Consider Numbers 6:23-27. Who spoke the curses? Who responded?

7. What was the purpose of uttering the blessings and curses at Mts Ebal and Gerizim? Read Deuteronomy 30:1-20.

For Us

A. For the Church to be prepared for her work, she must be in constant __________ with her __________. What are the means by which this is achieved and sustained?

B. How does Matthew 6:25-33 teach of us this same concern?

C. How is the Lord’s Supper both a “burnt” offering and a “peace” offering? Consider Matthew 26:26-28.

D. How does the Word stand at the center of the life of God’s people? To what Word are we referring? Why are the altar and pulpit of Trinity located close to each other? For what purpose might the divine service be counted as a covenant renewal ceremony? Who does the renewal?

E. How are blessings and curses proclaimed in the Church today? Compare John 20:23; I Corinthians 5:5. Who participates in the hearing of the blessings and curses? What is the purpose of proclaiming blessing and curses in the Church today?

Joshua 9-10

Goals

The believer witnesses that

· The LORD continues to fulfill His covenant with Abraham, by judging the Canaanites and by giving the land to Joshua and the people

Outline

I. He Catches the Wise in Their Craftiness: The Covenant with the Gibeonites (9:1-27)

II. The Foolish are Caught in Their Foolishness: The Five-King Confederacy (10:1-27)

III. Thy Kingdom Come: Victory in the South (10:28-43)

Joshua 9:1-27

Goals

The believer witnesses that

· though some seek to gain personal advantage from calling upon the LORD’s Name, His work and reputation is proclaimed and thus some are saved.

Outline

I. The City-States Conspire (9:1-2)

II. The Gibeonites Plot (9:3-13)

III. The Israelites: Innocent as Dove and Just as Wise (9:14-15)

IV. The LORD Takes No Pleasure in the Death of Anyone (9:16-21)

V. The Gibeonites: Servants of the LORD (9:22-27)

Search the Scriptures

Joshua 9:1-2

1. Observing what had happened to Ai and Bethel, what plan had the kings of the local city-states (unwisely) conceived?

2. Besides the inhabitants of the land being identified, what else have we learned about the physical characteristics of the land?

Joshua 9:3-13

3. Confronted by the devastation wrought upon fellow Canaanites, what three options might the Gibeonites have recognized? How did they proceed with their plan?

4. What was said by Joshua that suggests that he might have questioned the truthfulness of the “foreigners”?

5. Compare Rahab’s reason for her pleas to the spies and the Gibeonites’ craftiness. What are the similarities and differences?

Joshua 9:14-15

6. Having observed the evidence, what did the Israelites decide? But what factor was omitted?

7. To what has Israel obligated itself with the cutting of the covenant?

Joshua 9:16-21

8. The Israelites discovered that they created a theological crisis for themselves; three events have occurred that conflict:

· Joshua and the leaders __________ with an __________ to maintain ___________ with the Gibeonites and __________ them __________. As an act of faith, the LORD’s people are obligated to __________ and __________ made in the name of __________ (Deuteronomy 6:13,20).

· The LORD had expressly __________ the Israelites __________ the __________ (Exdosu 23:23,28; Deuteronomy 20:17; Joshua 3:10).

· The LORD had personally commanded __________ through __________ that when he faced a tough decision or wa uncertain about God’s will, __________ was to inquire of __________ through the appointed means  (Numbers 27:18-23).

9. Rather than exerting influence over the people of Israel, to what position are the Gibeonites
 assigned?

Joshua 9:22-27

10. When questioned about their tactics, how was the burden shifted back to the Israelites? Though apparently some of the Israelites wishes to put a quick end to the deceivers, what did Joshua offer them? How did the curse uttered by Joshua work for the Gibeonites’ rescue? How did that curse differ from a curse of damnation?

11. What happened when Saul ignored the covenant cut by Joshua? See II Samuel 21.

For Us

A. What response does evil and wickedness create when the Gospel draws near? (Some suggest that this as the reason for the many demon possessions in the day of Jesus.)

B. What are the possible responses from God’s people when confronted by this kind of alliance? Of what must the people of God be especially wary in these circumstances?

C. What does the Lord require of His people? Be as innocent as doves but as wise as serpents.

D. Are decisions of God’s people characterized only by wise and rational by human standards? What other dimension should be included? See James 4:15.

E. Is the solution of dealing with the Gibeonites prescriptive or descriptive? What guided their decision? What will guide you if you enter a similarly difficult situation?

F. Consider Matthew 5:14-16. what role does keeping promises have in the lives of Christians?

Joshua 10:1-43

Goals

The believer witnesses that

· Joshua, as representative for Israel, remained faithful to the covenant cut with the Gibeonites

· The LORD, as the Guarantor of the covenant with Israel, proved Himself faithful once again.

· Joshua stands as an example of the faithful being strengthened by the promises of the LORD

· The LORD does not forsake or abandon His covenant.

Outline

The Foolish are Caught in Their Foolishness: The Five-King Confederacy (10:1-27)

· The Five-King Alliance against Gibeon

· The LORD’s Mighty Strike for Gibeon

· The Fate of the Five Kings

Thy Kingdom Come: Victory in the South (10:28-43)

· Israel’s Sweep Southward

· Summary of Israel’s Victories

Search the Scriptures

Joshua 10:1-5

1. An ancient court reporter of Adoni-zedek might have queried the inhabitants of Jerusalem, “Where were you when Israel conquered Jericho?” What impact had the fall of Jericho and surrounding cities and the practice of cherem created on Jerusalem? Beside those cities’ collapse, what other event brought dread to Jerusalem?

2. Safety and strength in numbers. How did Adoni-zedek try to prove the adage? What other practical step had the Canaanite alliance taken?

Joshua 10:6-14

3. Though bound to the Gibeonites by the covenant, what moved Joshua to take swift action? And despite that covenant having arisen from a lack of wisdom, what kind of God does the LORD prove Himself to be?

4. Accounts of battles might recount the heroics of individual soldiers. In this battlefield report, whose actions are highlighted? See also Habakkuk 3:11-13. By what means were they struck and defeated? What may we deduce about the LORD from that?

5. Considering what occurred during the battle in the Valley of Aijalon, who might be referred to in the title “The Book of the Upright One”
? Read Deuteronomy 32:4.

6. For what purpose might Joshua have prayed this petition?

Joshua 10:15-27

7. Slaughtering the enemy combatants demonstrated the intensity and purpose of the campaign against the Canaanite alliance. How did the two displays and execution of the kings stress that same purpose? Consider Psalm 110:1 and again Habakkuk 3:13. Who shall stand against the LORD as He conquers His land?

8. As a testimony to the nations and to Israel, what was done to the bodies of the kings?

Joshua 10:28-39

9. With few words the conquest of southern Canaan is reported; what does this terse summary suggest about this stage of the warfare?

10. Of the cities mentioned in this report which one was not conquered? However, what would happen to the inhabitants of that city? Read Joshua 16:10. Since these accounts are not randomly organized and completed, what importance might be accorded to the naming of seven cities?

11. Despite a brief account for the large territory conquered, what action is specifically noted? For what purpose?

Joshua 10:40-43

12. The chronicle ends almost predictably. What emphasized? Yet, look ahead to Joshua 13:13 and 15:13-17.

13. This report lays the hope for the next stage, __________.

For Us

A. Though contemporary circumstances suggest Christians not refer to the LORD’s faithfulness to His covenant as warfare, we still chant in our services “Hosanna.” For what are we praying? See Mark 11:9-10. Furthermore, when we pray “Deliver us from evil”, for what are we praying? 

B. What does Joshua’s action on behalf of the Gibeonites teach us about our oaths and obligations to neighbors as Christians? However, as we contemplate that service, what reasons might possibly persuade us not to fight for contemporary “Gibeonites”? 

C. Before the campaign, what had the LORD declared to Joshua (1:5-6)? In instances to act boldly, from what do we derive our strength?

D. When the Israelites crossed the sea in their departure from Egypt, the LORD had caused a strong east wind to blow. In this instance no physical means is described as how this sign occurred. What is gained in speculating about how God made the sun and moon stand still?

E. In the midst of the skirmish Joshua confidently prayed in the sight of Israel. Why are we able to approach the throne of grace with the same confidence?

F. The neck of the enemy has remained a potent symbol, indicating the defeat of a foe. Who has stood on the neck of our enemy? How? Consider Genesis 3:15; Romans 16:20; Ephesians 1:20-22; Hebrews 1:13.

Joshua 11-12

Goals

The believer will

· witness the Lord faithfully executing His promise as the inhabitants of the northern region of Canaan are conquered.

· understand that alliances of earthly powers cannot overcome Israel when the Lord fights for him.

· see how the Lord prepared the whole land for division among the tribes of Israel.

Outline

· Man’s Plan – The Alliance (11:1-5)

· God’s Plan I – The Lord Defeated the Alliance (11:6-9)

· God’s Plan II – The Lord Defeated Cities of Northern Canaan (11:10-15)

· The Lord’s Victories (11:16-12:24)

Search the Scriptures

Joshua 11:1-15

1. Though without our modern means of mass communication, what had Jabin heard?

2. If the kings and cities had been asked, they surely would have declared: “We ourselves have made these plans.” However, after reading the entire account, who has gathered the forces against Israel?

3. The record has demonstrated the Lord’s faithfulness; why must He again tell Joshua, “Do not be afraid”?

4. In other accounts of battle, the inhabitants and their possessions are devoted to the Lord. Why had the Lord commanded that the horses be hamstrung and the chariots burned? See also Psalm 33:16-17.

5. Though the combatants were slaughtered, what differed between the end of Hazor and the end of other cities? Why? Read Deuteronomy 6:10-14.

6. When the review of the northern campaign is reported, Joshua is compared to Moses. What purpose does the comparison serve? In conclusion, what of Joshua is highlighted?

Joshua 11:16-12:24

7. The remainder of the battles received a cursory summary. What had been the Lord’s purpose? Read Exodus 4:21; 9:12; 19:20,27. But was His only desire to eradicate the Canaanites? Read Genesis 15:16 and then Joshua 2:9-11; 9:1-3; 10:1-3; 11:1.

8. At the conclusion of the Canaanite campaigns, what had the Lord achieved? According to Joshua 14:7,10 and Deuteronomy 2:14, how long had the wars lasted?

9. Who “earned” the land? Whose promise was fulfilled? (See also Numbers 21:21-31.) How does this report look ahead? The summaries of 12:1-24 stress another feature of the campaign; what might that be? 

For Us

A. Israel, simply described, existed as the Church and an ancient Near Eastern sociopolitical entity. The particulars of “nationhood” for the Church have ceased, but another aspect of Israel’s life remains; what is the hope for the Church?

B. The exhortation “Do not be afraid” was directed to Joshua for his specific calling. Why should the same exhortation also apply to us? (Mark 16:6)

C. In distinction from Joshua, the Church picks up no armaments to exercise her call. However, she continues a warfare with the world? How has Paul portrayed this in II Corinthians 10:3-5? (Ephesians 6:10-18)

D. The Lord’s promise to Joshua undergirded his leadership; what does the example of Joshua offer to leaders today? Refer to I Timothy 4:1-8.

E. The Lord brought rest to the land through means of warfare. Can we say that we have rest today? What two senses are expressed in rest? Read Hebrews 3:7,13,15; 4:7 and Romans 8:18-25. How are Jesus’ signs guarantees of the rest?

F. May we conclude that the Lord also uses wars and other traumatic events to shape lives today? Read Luke 13:1-9; Romans 1:18-32; Revelation 9:20

G. The accounts of Joshua 11-12 are thoroughly monergistic: all is due to the Lord. How is the same conclusion applied to our lives?

H. Ezekiel prophesied a roughly similar war in Ezekiel 38:1-9 and 39:1-6; and St. John the Evangelist was given a parallel vision (Revelation 18-19). What are we taught about the future of the people of God by these records?

I. Reading a list of kings might seem tedious and a little arcane. Yet, how is that list comparable to sin, death, and the devil?

J. Though the final victory of the Lord is promised (Revelation 17-20), what will the Church experience beforehand? Despite the persecution, of what are we assured? Read Romans 8:35-39.

Joshua 13

This chapter begins the description of the Lord bequeathing through this testament (Joshua 13-21) the land promised. The Lord, who delivered Israel from Egypt and who has conquered the land of Canaan, now allots His land as inheritance to His people.

Goals

The believer will

· hear the Lord promise the expulsion of the remaining inhabitants of the land.

· Witness the Lord allotting the land to Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh.

Outline

1. The Land Still to be Possessed (13:1-6)

2. A Promise and Commands to Conquer and Allot the Land (13:6-7)

3. The Transjordan Land (13:8-14)

· Reuben’s Land (13:15-23)

· Gad’s Land (13:24-28)

· Manasseh’s Land (13:29-31)

· Summary (13:32-33)

Search the Scriptures

Joshua 13:1-7

1. The Egyptian army at the Sea. Arad. Kings Sihon and Og. Midian. Jericho. Hazor. Megiddo. Jerusalem. Battle-hardened was Joshua; and by the Lord’s grace and might, victory after victory had been achieved. However, two ostensible obstacles were acknowledged; what were they? Review verse 1. Therefore on whom must Israel depend?

2. The campaigns in southern and northern Canaan intended to remove and to expel the inhabitants from the land. Was the Lord’s hand not powerful enough to defeat the remaining peoples? Why would the Lord have allowed the other nations yet to occupy in the land? Read Judges 3:1-3.

3. From the Avvim to the Sidonians many peoples had resided in this region. Yet, when the land was distributed, Israel received not one acre from those peoples. From whom will Israel have received the land as inheritance? To have land is to have a relationship with __________, the __________ of __________ and __________. Consider Psalm 24:1-2.

Joshua 13:83

4. “The wrong side of the tracks.” Should any Israelite have hinted that there was a wrong side of the River Jordan? When questions arose concerning the role of the Transjordan tribes with the tribes in the land of Canaan, how would this account have addressed that issue? Refer to especially vv.8,15,24,29, 32 and Numbers 32:33.

5. Though we might not be able to identify each location, what purpose would the specific lot lines have meant for the tribes?

· Read Genesis 35:23-26. Reuben is the son of Jacob and __________. Gad is the son of Jacob and __________. Manasseh is the son of __________ (Genesis 41:50-51), and the grandson of Jacob and __________.

6. Twelve tribes were named in Genesis 35:23-26, but Manasseh was not one of those named. Which of the tribes named received no land? Why? Read Deuteronomy 18:1-8.

The Word for Us

A. In 1924 no Trinity congregation existed in Palo Alto. By 2008, a congregation named Trinity Lutheran has supported missionaries in Korea, Argentina, Kyrgyzstan, and India; aid has been sent to Russia, Guatemala, Brazil, and a host of local organizations; two generations of future pastors have been trained and sent forth from Trinity to the Church. And who could enumerate all of the other works performed in the congregation? It might be said that Trinity congregation has come so far. From our perspective, what obstacles ostensibly remain in the way? Therefore on whom must we depend? What are those promises that the Lord has given to us? Consider Matthew 16:18; 28:18-20; Romans 8:18-25; II Corinthians 4:16-5:9; 12:9-10; Ephesians 1:19-22; Philippians 2:12-13; Colossians 3:1-4; I Thessalonians 5:23-24; Hebrews 13:5,20-21; 

B. The land of Canaan, with all of its resources, was given as the inheritance to Israel; their residence in the land was a visible sign of their fellowship with the Lord, who dwelt in their midst. Do Christians have an inheritance? Consider again Romans 8, I Corinthians 15, II Corinthians 5:1-5, Ephesians 1, and also I Peter 1:3-5 and Revelation 21-22 for the following questions: What is our inheritance? How is it given? What proof of this inheritance do we have? How could this inheritance be lost?

C. As we read in Joshua 13, much attention was given to the boundaries of Israel. How do the creeds serve as boundaries for us?

Joshua 14

The land east of the Jordan River has now been allotted. A brief introduction (14:1-5) summarizes the by-lot allocation of the land west of the Jordan to the remaining 9 ½ tribes. The distribution begins with Caleb (14:6-15), according to the Lord’s promise (Numbers 14:24).

Goals

The believer will

· hear again how the Lord keeps His promise.

Outline

· 14:1-5

Introduction to Allotment of Inheritance

· 14:6-15
Allotment to Caleb

Searching the Scriptures

1. For the protection of buyer and seller in real estate transactions, employing a licensed agent is suggested. Though a specific reason is not stated, why would the High Priest have officiated at the land allotment? Why was Joshua present? The tribal chieftains?

2. Seek as we might, we will not discover in the Scriptures how lots were cast for the land. Since Eleazar presided over the allotment, what means was likely employed? Read Exodus 28:30. With the probable use of Urim and Thummim and the presence of Eleazar, who actually oversaw the land allotment? Naming the land as an inheritance highlights another aspect of this event; an inheritance from the Lord is a matter of the __________ and not the __________.

3. As the land allotment east of the Jordan River had concluded, so this allotment began: the tribe of Levi received no land. Why was Levi excluded? Without tribal land, who had become Levi’s inheritance? From whom had the Levites received their daily bread?

4. Brazen and presumptuous? What else would we call a man who seems to have stepped to the front of the line for land? Yet, on what had Caleb built his reason for requesting his allotment at this time? Furthermore, in what might have seemed another strident action, he requested what region? Also read Joshua 21:11-13. Caleb also serves as an example of faith to us. For what three reasons might he be imitated?  1) ____________________ (14:6-9)  2) ____________________ (14:10-11)  3) ____________________ (14:12). And finally, what appears to have been Caleb’s family origins (14:6)? Read Genesis 15:19.  Why would that have been noteworthy?

5. Do we Christians confess an inheritance? How do the Scriptures describe this inheritance? Read Matthew 5:5 (What is it?); 25:24 (Who presides?); Romans 8:17,23; I Corinthians 15:50; II Corinthians 5:1-5; Galatians 3:29; 5:21; Ephesians 1:14; 3:6 (Acts 20:32); Hebrews 12:26-29; James 2:5; and I Peter 1:3-4. Why are we able to confess this inheritance as boldly as Caleb had? Consider Philippians 1:6; I Thessalonians 5:23-24; and I Peter 1:4-5. What words do we use to confess this inheritance every Sunday?

Joshua 15 – 17

Goal

The believer will

· hear how the Lord allotted participation in His land according to His kindness and covenant faithfulness.

· be warned that without spiritual stamina from the Lord possession and enjoyment of the inheritance is threatened by opponents of the covenant.

Outline

The Tribe of Judah (15:1-63)

· Judah’s Borders (15:1-12)

· Blessings and Springs for Caleb’s Daughter (15:13-19)

· The Cities of Judah (15:20-62)

· Judah’s Shortcoming (15:63)

The Tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh (16:1-17:18)

· Borders in General (16:1-4)

· Ephraim’s Inheritance (16:5-9)

· Ephraim’s Shortcoming (16:10)

· Manasseh’s Inheritance (17:1-11)

· Manasseh’s Shortcoming (17:12-13)

· A Special Allotment for Ephraim and Manasseh (17:14-18)

Searching the Scriptures

1. The first allotments of land were given to Reuben, Gad, and half of Manasseh; why had land been apportioned to those tribes first? Rather than apportioning land to another tribe, next Caleb received his inheritance; why was land allotted to Caleb before a tribe was allotted its land?

· Besides this allotment, other descriptions of the land’s boundaries are recorded in the Scriptures (e.g., Numbers 34 and Ezekiel 47). However, no such borders and limits are described in the New Testament. The land of Canaan served as the down-payment for the rest of the inheritance; according to Matthew 5:5; 28:16-20; II Peter 3:13, what is the fullness of the inheritance? Revelation 7 and 21-22 speak not of tribal inheritance; if participation in the new creation is not based on tribal affiliation, how does one partake of the inheritance? Consider Galatians 3:27-4:7. What does this lack of concern for borders teach the Church today?

Joshua 15:1-12

2. The tribe of Judah received its allotment next. Read Genesis 15:5; 22:17; 49:10 and Numbers 26:19-22. Why had Judah received its land at this point? What would the significant detail for this land apportionment have meant?

Joshua 15:13-19

3. However, before all of Judah’s inheritance was described, another “interruption” of the distribution was recorded. As he exemplified in his spying of the land of Canaan and in his land allotment, what again do we see of Caleb and now also of his daughter Achsah?

· How should we approach our Father in regard to our promised inheritance?

Joshua 15:20-63

4. For modern readers reading this directory of cities and villages could seem a tedious task. Yet, the list must be viewed from the Lord’s covenant; what of the Lord’s character and purpose are revealed by this list?

5. Despite being granted significant territory and numerous cities, the recounting of Judah’s inheritance concluded with a slightly bitter taste. For successive generations, what purpose would that note have served?

· How could this note teach believers, that their life is in the world but not of the world? Though the Church cannot make herself blameless and pure, for what kind of life should she strive for within her confession of the Lord?

Joshua 16:1-10

6. Manasseh and Ephraim were not first-generation sons of Jacob; why, then, had those tribes received their land after Judah and before other tribes? Read Genesis 48:5; 49:3-7. Besides their adoption creating a variation in the order of land allotment, what else should be noted about who received the inheritance first? Review Joshua 16:4-5 and read Joshua 17:1.

· Again, though having received the land, a reminder of what is set forth for every generation that reads the covenant history? Read Joshua 13:1-7.

Joshua 17:1-13

7. After certain heirs were noted and before the borders of Manasseh’s tribal land was described, another exception to the law of Moses was recounted. What problem had arisen? On what basis had the daughters appealed their case to Eleazar and Joshua and the leaders? Read Numbers 27:1-11; see also Numbers 36.

· They, with Caleb and Achsah, stand as examples for the Church. What pattern have they set for us? Though the societies of the ancient Near East were chiefly patriarchal, what does this event demonstrate about the Lord and His regard for His people? Who has an equal share in the inheritance given by the Lord? Read again Galatians 3:27-4:7.

8. The distressing refrain appears once more: the Canaanites continued to live in the land. Why were the tribes unable to dispossess the Canaanites?

Joshua 17:14-18

9. Though allotted significant territory in the heart of Canaan, what complaint had Ephraim and Manasseh brought before Joshua? Why were the tribes so populous (Numbers 26:28-37)? Read Genesis 1:27; 9:1; 12:1-3; et al. Rather than redistributing other allotments, Joshua encouraged them to follow the example of Caleb; what was his advice?

Joshua 18 – 19

Goal

The believer will

· hear how the Lord allotted participation in His land according to His kindness and covenant faithfulness.
Outline

The Apportionment of the Remaining Inheritance at Shiloh

· The Description and The Allotment (18:1-10)

· For the Tribe of Benjamin (18:11-28)

· For the Tribe of Simeon (19:1-9)

· For the Tribe of Zebulun (19:10-16)

· For the Tribe of Issachar (19:17-23)

· For the Tribe of Asher (19:24-31)

· For the Tribe of Naphtali (19:32-39)

· For the Tribe of Dan (19:40-48)

· For Joshua (19:49-50)

· The Completion of the Allotment (19:51)

Searching the Scriptures

Read Joshua 18:1-10

1. Significant congregational events (e.g., the first Passover in the inheritance, 5:10-12; the conquest of southern Canaan, 10:43; the beginning of land allotment west of the Jordan River, 14:6) had occurred at Gilgal. Though no particular reason is state here, for what reason might the Tent of Meeting been relocated to Shiloh? Consider the location of Shiloh, that is, in whose tribal territory was Shiloh? Read also Genesis 49:10. Before the land was allotted, the Tent of Meeting was erected; what had the Tent of Meeting to do with the inheritance?

2. The final word before the allotment indicated that “the land lay subdued before them.” Why was that note fundamental for the land allotment?

3. Read Joshua 1:5; 15:63; 16:10. Peoples other than the tribes of Israel still occupied the land.  What had Joshua implied in verse 3, “How long will you put off going in to take possession of the land, which the Lord, the God of your fathers, has given you?” 

4. In Numbers 13 Israelite spies had already scouted the land and supplied a report to the people. What need was there for a second report?

Joshua 18:11-28

5. Compare the boundaries noted here to Joshua 16:1-3. Why might there be differences?

Joshua 19:1-9

6. Why was Simeon set in the midst of Judah? Read also Genesis 49:5-7.

Joshua 19:10-16

7. What hope was Zebulun given in Isaiah 9:1-2? Read Matthew 4:12-17.

Read Joshua 19:17-23

8. Why was Issachar allotted his portion following his younger brother Zebulun? Read Genesis 49:14-15.

Read Joshua 19:24-31

9. What was promised to this tribe in Genesis 49:20?

Read Joshua 19:32-39

10. What was promised to Zebulun was also spoken to Naphtali. Read Isaiah 9:1-2; Matthew 4:12-17. 

Read Joshua 19:40-48

11. Though no details were recorded here about the loss of land for Dan, consider 15:63 and 16:10; why might the land have been lost? Judges 18 describes the migration and its unacceptable circumstances. 

Read Joshua 19:49-50

12. The allotment of the inheritance on the west side of the Jordan began with Caleb and concluded with Joshua. Why is their appearance as the first and the last to have received land appropriate? What can be said of Joshua on the basis of Numbers 27:18; 32:12 and Joshua 24:29.

Read Joshua 19:51

13. In this declaration three chief elements are noted: 1) those who ____________________ the inheritance; 2) the _______________ of the land distribution; and 3) the _______________ from which the land was apportioned.

14. Why have each of the tribal allotments concluded with “This is the inheritance of the tribe of the people of . . . “ or similar statements?

	Tribe / Individual
	Birth-Mother
	Order in Birth
	Order in Allotment

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


· Though we read about bold requests for the land of the inheritance, who had need to grab for land? Though Christians today are encouraged to pray boldly to the heavenly Father for daily needs and every other concern, why is there no need to snatch for our inheritance? Therefore, when our prayers and intercessions are not promptly answered, why don’t we need to panic or worry? Read Philippians 1:6.

· How do Ephesians 1:3-11 and Hebrews 8-9 tell us how to read the allotment of the inheritance?

Joshua 20-21 are in a separate document.

Joshua 22

Goal

The believer will see how Israel is to live in the their land inheritance as the heirs according to the Lord’s covenant of grace, now that He has granted to them the victory in the war and has brought to pass all of His gracious promises to them.

Outline

Joshua’s First Sermon (22:1-34)

· The Dismissal of the Tribes (22:1-9)

· The Altar of Witness (22:10-34)

Joshua 22

Read Joshua 22:1-9.

1. Though the sermon was brief, it reiterated the chief themes of the book of Joshua. Identify several of the themes. Even in the commendations that note the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh, beginning with “You have . . ,“ what was the chief concern of Joshua?

· Each week a myriad of events swirl in the lives of the people of God, from within the congregation and from without the congregation; what or who should determine the themes and topics in the sermons? What themes should be present in sermons preached at Trinity? Sermons may address particular circumstances, but to broad themes should the preaching to God’s people always attend?

· How does this prayer (LSB Agenda) echo Joshua’s sermon: “Lord God, heavenly Father, we give thanks that You have raised up these servants for work among Your people. We humbly implore You to grant them, by Your Holy Spirit, those gifts needed for the faithful carrying out of their tasks, most especially wisdom, strength, and willing hearts. Let Your blessing rest on this congregation. Strengthen the faith, quicken the love, and enkindle the zeal of its members that Your name may be glorified and that here and in all places under heaven the kingdom of Your Son may be advanced. We remember with thanksgiving those who have faithfully served Your people and have now completed their time of service. We pray that in the end of days we, with all Your faithful people, may hear the voice of Christ, saying: “Come, you who are blessed by my Father; inherit the kingdom prepared for You from the foundation of the world.”

2. Why should the returning soldiers share the spoils of war with the brothers who had not fought? Consider Isaiah 53:12.
· Discuss the division of the spoils with those who had not fought. How might this guide the life of the Church even today? Consider also Acts 2:44-45; 4:32-37.

Joshua 22:10-34

3. Having heard a concise exhortation, the tribes apportioned land to the east of the Jordan River seem to have forgotten the sermon. What was the first challenge to Joshua’s homily that the Cisjordan tribes perceived?

4. What was the God-ordained response of the other tribes to the new altar? Read Deuteronomy 13:12-18. However, before a war of “devotion to the Lord” was launched, a delegation was gathered and assigned to investigate the matter. Who was sent to investigate the matter? Why were those leaders dispatched? What matter was the delegation to investigate? Read Numbers 25:14-18 and Psalm 106:28-31. What of recent memory (within the generation) demanded that they scrutinize the construction of this altar? Remember also Joshua 7.

5. Rather than stating the accusation and then immediately attack the Transjordan tribes, the delegation interpreted the altar in the best possible way. What was the constructive meaning of the altar? If that interpretation were proved true, what would the other tribes have assigned to the people of Reuben, Gad, and half tribe of Manasseh?

6. To repudiate the charge against them, how had they emphasized the faithful nature of their action? In fact, instead of departing from the worship of the Lord, for what purpose had the altar been constructed? Review 22:24-25. As such it stood as a ____________________ (verse 27) and ____________________ (verse 28).

7. When the delegation and the Cisjordan tribes heard the testimony of their brothers, how did they react? Read also Psalm 133.

8. How was the altar named?

· What rites and traditions do we practice that differ from those who came before us and who presently are in the fellowship of the one holy Christian and apostolic Church? Why would we create new practices that differ from our forefathers and local congregations? How will we emphasize that we are one with other Christians though specific practices might vary?

· Though our sinful nature seeks division and faction to build his own reputation, the new man led by the Spirit employs practices that hinder divisiveness and foster unity. Discuss how these practices might prevent division and suspicion and nurture unity and trust.  

a. Love for the Lord, who loved us first, motivates us (I John 4:19).

b. His desire for the unity of His people guides (John 17:11). Hence, changes are made with caution and the desire to remain faithful to God’s revelation.

c. His people need to be willing to speak the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15). An open dialogue might prevent tragedy.

d. We must not dredge up past grievances but deal with the present issues in light of the prize promised (Philippians 3:13,14)

e. We need to listen to sincere explanations without jumping in and allowing suspicions to run wild (e.g., open communication; investigation; discussion).

f. If our suspicions were wrong, we need to admit our mistake in humility instead of being filled with pride to maintain our appearance

g. We want to celebrate our God-given unity by praising Him for it.

· Congregations are identified with various names; practices may appear externally different. Why would the names and practices matter? To what should the names and practices point?

Joshua 23

Goal

The believer will see how Israel is to live in the inheritance as the heirs according to the Lord’s covenant of grace, now that He has granted to them the victory in the war and has brought to pass all of His gracious promises to them.

Outline

Joshua’s Second Sermon (23:1-16)

Search the Scriptures

Joshua 23

1. As Joshua perceived that his days were drawing to an end, he grasped that opportunity to encourage and to teach Israel. He first noted his age; though set apart as its own sentence, that reference should be related to the first theme of this sermon: “And you have seen all that the Lord your God has done to all these nations for your sake, for it is the Lord your God who has fought for you” (23:3, ESV). How should we connect his age to the theme? Refer also to Leviticus 19:32.

· When we speak about our age, to what should it be related? Consider Psalm 90:12,17.

2. Joshua also described his death as “the way of all the earth” (23:14); what feature common to all life has he identified? Read also Genesis 6:12 and I Kings 2:2.

· When we are young and vigorous our minds are rarely occupied with “last things.” Despite a hesitancy to ponder our own mortality, why is it salutary? See Ecclesiastes 12:1-8. With what practices and rites do we remind ourselves of this?

· For the distribution of the estate an individual’s last words and testament are recorded; what shall we confess with our last words?

· What is the paramount inheritance that you might receive from a leader? Read 3 John 4.

3. Maybe to our surprise Joshua stated that “I have allotted” and “I have already cut off” (23:4). What permits Joshua to speak in the first person?

· By what means may we speak in the first person, echoing Joshua’s boldness? 

4. At least these prominent themes may be identified in the sermon.

_________________________ (vv. 3,5,9,10,14,15). Joshua exhorted Israel to fix their lives on the past for what reason?

· Read Romans 15:4 and review Hebrews 11. Why, then, do we read and meditate on the Scriptures?

_________________________ (vv. 4,16).The Lord freed Israel from the land of Egypt so that they might live __________. Why is the land called good (vv. 13, 16)? Read also Genesis 1:10, 31; Deuteronomy 8:7-10.

· On the General Day of Thanksgiving and on observations central to the lives of American citizens (e.g., July 4th), this region of the world is described as good. In what sense is that true? Yet, how do Joshua’s words also persuade us to anticipate the future? Read Hebrews 11:13-16.

_________________________ (vv. 3,5,9,13). Though Joshua testified that he had driven the nations from the land, to whom had he credited the victory?

· Though radical reversals and sweeping victories might not be as visibly apparent for us as they were for Israel, to whom do we credit our daily victories? How might we testify that we are more than conquerors?

_________________________ (vv. 6,8,14-16). What was the chief danger that would confront the Israelites?

· Describe how that remains a primary danger facing the Church today.

_________________________ (vv. 6-8). What words echo the claim of the First Commandment? What words recall the demand of the Second Commandment? How are those words encapsulated in verse 8? And how is that exhortation the summary of the entire law? What could empower the Israelites to heed and to keep the law? Why was intermarriage with the nations prohibited? Refer also to Deuteronomy 7:3-5.

· How do you summarize all of the demands that God’s law has placed on you? What motivates you to walk in righteous and just ways?

· Is the prohibition of marrying an unbeliever still valid today? Consider II Corinthians 6:14 and I Corinthians 15:33.

_________________________ (vv. 12-13,15-16). What would happen if Israel failed to hold fast to the Word?

· What shall happen if we fail to hold dear all of the words of the Father? Read I Peter 4:17-18. Therefore what purpose do the warnings serve? Read I Corinthians 10:1-13 and Revelation 3:16. If someone were to suppose that I will have time to do that later, how does the Scripture respond? Read II Peter 3:8-13

· Explain why, then, Christians yet need to hear regularly both the law and gospel. Read Luther’s explanation for the Close of the Commandments in the Small Catechism. 

_________________________ (vv. 3, 5, 8, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16). How would the repetition of the phrase “the Lord your God” summon Israel to the covenant? Read Exodus 20:2. From Joshua provide an example of Israel’s transgression of the covenant. What other examples of Israel’s transgressing the covenant do you recall?

· What covenant has the Lord your God cut with you? How does one transgress this covenant? How is the covenant restored?

5. Joshua deftly wielded law and gospel in the sermon, neither mixing nor diminishing nor confusing the Lord’s revelation of content or power. Identify the law portions of the text and describe their purpose. Identify the gospel portions of the sermon and describe their purpose. Discuss how law and gospel are heard in sermons at Trinity.

6. Summarize Joshua’s sermon in twenty-five words (more or less). Restate your summary for Trinity congregation.

H

The Chief Topics of Joshua 22-24

	Old Testament Passages
	Theme
	Joshua 22
	Joshua 23
	Joshua 24
	New Testament Passages

	
	The Lord is faithful in fulfilling all His promises.
	
	
	
	

	
	The Lord conquers His and Israel’s enemies of the salvation of His people
	
	
	
	

	
	The Gospel creates the unity of the covenant people
	
	
	
	

	
	The Gospel is the basis for divine worship in the covenant people
	
	
	
	

	
	The Gospel is the motivation for Israel’s covenant faithfulness
	
	
	
	

	
	The Lord will destroy His people, just as He did the Canaanites, if they are unfaithful to His covenant
	
	
	
	

	
	The Lord provides covenant renewal through His means of grace to keep His people faithful and bring them to everlasting life.
	
	
	
	


Joshua 24

Goal

The believer will read and hear that:

· The Lord seeks to preserve the unique covenant relationship that He by grace has created with Israel in the newly allotted land inheritance.

Outline

Joshua Preaches the Covenant History (24:2-13)

Joshua’s Exhortation and Witness Concerning Covenant Loyalty (24:14-15)

The Covenant People’s Response (24:16-24)

The Covenant Formally Renewed (24:25-28)

Three Burials: Memorials Testifying to the Lord’s Promise (24:29-33)

Search the Scriptures

Read Joshua 24:1-13

1. “A place for everything and everything in its place.” So why were the people gathered at Shechem? Read Joshua 8:30-35. Note also that the congregation presented itself before God (v1). What was Joshua intent on encouraging and strengthening by his sermon?

· Does place of worship hold the same significance for Christians today? Why or why not?

2. Houses needed repair, gardens tending, and children watching. Why had Joshua dedicated the time to the rehearsal of history?

· When do we rehearse the covenant history as a congregation? As individuals? Name specific parts of the liturgy (and the words) and of your life.

3. The covenant history has particular content; what is its theme? What is the purpose of the “I”s in the sermon?

· What is the general theme of every service and sermon?

4. Treaties and covenants sometimes followed the form of ancient Hittite documents: preamble, historical prologue, stipulations, depositions, reading of text, witnesses, blessings and curses. What elements of that treaty outline do you recognize here?

· Where might we have texts resembling that form in our services?

Joshua 24:14-15

5. Why does verse fourteen begin with “therefore”? How does it indicate the heart of the matter? What is the essential covenant stipulation? Read 24:14.

· The word fear we might readily associate with terror and dread. Should Israel have feared the Lord? How does this correspond with “we should fear, love, and trust in God above all things”? Read also Psalm 130.

6. “And if it is evil to serve the Lord . . .” sounds like a preposterous way to set forth his point. By that proposal, what had Joshua stressed? What choice has Joshua set before Israel? So why is this not a matter of choosing to be a participant in the covenant? Read also Deuteronomy 7:6-7.

7. How much of the Israelite life was comprehended under the command “serve the Lord”?

· Compare your response to Luke 9:59-62. However, are we able to fulfill the demand for perfect service? Who alone can serve faithfully? Read Isaiah 50:4-11. Then refer to Ephesians 2:8-10 and Galatians 2:20.

· How are we called to put away “the gods” (what are they?) that surround us? Consider Matthew 5:27-30; Acts 19:19; and Romans 8:7.

8. Joshua spoke for his household. What is the role of a husband / father in the house? Refer to Ephesians 5:25-31 and 6:4; and I Timothy 2:8-15.

9. What led Joshua to this confession? a) _______________(24:2-13); b) _______________ (1:8); c) __________ (Numbers 27:18).

Joshua 24:16-24

10. Despite their confession of the Lord and His covenant (cf. Exodus 20:1-2), Joshua declared that they could not serve the Lord. Of what would Joshua have been reminding Israel and how that would portend the future?

· How is that same declaration proved each week at Trinity? What is the response? See Romans 6:1ff. and I Corinthians 10:21-22.

11. Joshua described the Lord as “holy” and “jealous.” What do these terms tell us about the Lord? See also Exodus 20:5; 34:14; Deuteronomy 4:24.

· In what ways does the Church confess her God and Lord as holy and jealous?

12. Though He rescued them from Egypt, He also brought plagues and disaster upon Israel. Why had the Lord threatened to strike the covenant people?

· How does Romans 11:13-24 reiterate that same threat to the Church today? Consider also how Luther explained the Close of the Commandments.

13. Though the Lord needed nothing from Israel, what had the Lord sought to harvest from what He had planted? Read Amos 5:21-22 and Hosea 6:6.

· How do the parables of Matthew 25 remind us of that same harvest?

Joshua 24:25-28

14. “Joshua made a covenant.” First of all, what is a covenant? Between whom was this covenant made? What purpose will this covenant have served in Israel? a) ____________________ (Exodus 19:5-6); b) ____________________ (Leviticus 16; Exodus 12). Refer also to Colossians 2:17; I Corinthians 5:7; Hebrews 8:5; 10:1. Note also the elements of the covenant form: stipulations governing relationship, deposition in temple, reading of covenant terms, witnesses, covenant oath ceremony, and sanctions.

· Are we in any covenant with God? How is this declared and recognized?

15. Joshua wrote his words in the “Book of the Law of God.” What does this say about the enduring authority of his words?

· Article II, CONFESSIONS, of the Constitution of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church reads: “This congregation accepts and acknowledges all the canonical books of the Old and the New Testament as the inspired word of God, and all the Symbolical Books of the Evangelical Lutheran Church contained in the Book of Concord as a true and sound agreement with the Holy Scriptures; and in this congregation no doctrine shall be taught or tolerated which is at variance with these Symbols of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, viz.: 1. The three Ecumenical Creeds ( the Apostolic, the Nicene, and the Athanasian; 2. The unaltered Augsburg Confession; 3. The Apology of the same; 4. The Smalcald Articles; 5. Luther’s Large Catechism; 6. Luther’s Small Catechism and; 7. The Formula of Concord. According to this norm of doctrine all doctrinal controversies which may arise in this congregation shall be decided and adjudicated.” How are matters of doctrine and practice decided within Trinity congregation?

16. Stone memorials have been erected previously for various purposes. Name some of the memorials and their witnesses. How did Joshua describe the function of this stone?

· How might the architecture and art and ornamentation in Trinity serve in like fashion?

Joshua 24:29-33

17. Following the final sermon and covenant ceremony, after all had been dismissed to their inheritance, two generations of faithful servants were laid to rest. Joshua’s death and burial are recorded; though his interment in the land might be expected, it fulfilled a promise—what promise was that? Read Genesis 33:19. Who occupied the role of leader for Israel after Joshua’s death? See also Joshua 23:2 and 24:1.

18. In addition to the burial of Joshua, another’s interment was chronicled. Why was his burial noted? Read Genesis 50:25-26.

19. And the third person’s death and burial marked was ____________________. Why report his entombment? Consider 14:1; 17:4; 19:51; 21:1. Read also Hebrews 7:26-28.

· Why are burial practices for Christians important? What do they signify? To what extent have you prepared for your burial and its witness?

Divine Warfare

Goal

The believer will perceive a two-fold purpose in the exercise of divine warfare in the Old Testament:

A. The Lord dealt patiently with the evil and wicked of this world, and then judged that which is opposed to His will: 1) to curb violent outbreaks of sin; and 2) to end what is destructive and contrary to His creative and redemptive will.

B. The Lord protected His people by shattering the strength of His enemies, which demonstrated that 1) He created a space in which His Gospel might be proclaimed and observed; and 2) He foreshadowed His creative, redemptive work in Christ Jesus, through whose bodily death, resurrection, ascension, and promise of return anticipates the new creation, when all enemies of God’s work will be visibly vanquished.

Part 1

1. Describe how sin opposes the physical constitution of God’s creation. See, for example, Genesis 3 and 4, and then Romans 1:18ff.

2. How are death and chaos opposed to what God desires to bring about through creation? See Genesis 1-2.

3. How does man’s rebellion hinder what God desires to give to him through His creation? See Genesis 2-3.

Part 2

4. Describe how Genesis 5 was God’s means of fighting against man’s rebellion in His creation. How had that genealogy continue the promise of Genesis 3:15?

5. How had Genesis 6-9 rescued mankind from the evil present in mankind and the collapse of His creation?

6. How was Genesis 11-12 another means of God rescuing mankind from his own evil schemes and the collapse of creation?

7. How do Genesis 14, Exodus 7-12, and Exodus 14-15 maintain this redemptive accent through flesh and blood means?

8. Besides a redemptive accent, war has a punitive function. Consider Genesis 15:16; see also Leviticus 18:24-25; 20:23; Deuteronomy 18:12-14; Habakkuk 1-2; Zephaniah 1-3. By means of those passages how may war be portrayed as a means of punishment, and a means to curb sin and discourage evil? How is that theme continued in Romans 1:18-32 and Revelation 18:1-24.

9. Though the stress has been on warfare, do the threat of war and its application deny His patience with sinful mankind? Refer to II Peter 3:3-7 and Matthew 23:37-24:51.

Part 3

10. Residing at the hermeneutical center of divine warfare is the work of Christ. Describe how John 12:31; 16:11 and I John 3:8 maintain the emphasis on a warfare of God. Read also Ephesians 1:21-23; Colossians 1:20; Romans 16:20; and Revelation 19:11ff. What does such a portrait of Christ’s work say about the kind of opponent that is faced?

11. Despite its use by the Lord, can warfare (an act of power) create an internal heart-felt compliance with God’s Word? Refer to Revelation 9:20. What consequence is God’s wrath to work on man’s life? Consider Luke 3:7-14; 13:1-9.

12. Evaluate these statements: 1) The language of the Scriptures suggests the primary and best metaphor by which to convey the work of God. 2) Creation belongs to God; He uses incarnate means to match His work of redemption, and those servants are holy agents. 3) Creation participates in fighting against the wickedness of man.

Part 4

13. Though the command to exterminate in herem the forces opposed to the kingdom of God are not given in the New Testament, what do Colossians 2:15, Luke 11:22 and Revelation 12:7-9 reveal about our present lives? How has the bodily death of Christ altered the means of warfare? Read Ephesians 2:11ff.

14. How does this excerpt from the Rite of Holy Baptism and of Confirmation remind us of our ongoing warfare against the spiritual forces of darkness and wickedness?

P
Do you renounce the devil?

R
Yes, I renounce the devil.
P
Do you renounce all his works?
R
Yes, I renounce all his works.
P
Do you renounce all his ways?
R
Yes, I renounce all his ways.
15. In Ephesians 6:10ff. and II Corinthians 10:4-6 Paul teaches explicitly that the warfare of the Christian is not waged against the flesh and blood (of a empire or nation state); the present warfare is a spiritual battle. However, wickedness still employs the tools and agents of this age to destroy God’s good gifts. How shall the Christian citizen (and the non-Christian citizen) fight against wickedness? Consider Romans 13:1ff. Why does the Church use no sword  and only the word? Read Matthew 18:15ff and I Corinthians 5:9ff..  See also Romans 8:37; 16:17-20; John 20:21-23.

16. Describe our relation to the governing authorities that God establishes. Read also Luke 7:1-10; 23:47, and Acts 10:1-2. With what were the Lutheran reformers chiefly concerned about as they wrote this confession?

Article XVI: Of Civil Affairs.

1] Of Civil Affairs they teach that lawful civil ordinances are good works of God, and that 2] it is right for Christians to bear civil office, to sit as judges, to judge matters by the Imperial and other existing laws, to award just punishments, to engage in just wars, to serve as soldiers, to make legal contracts, to hold property, to make oath when required by the magistrates, to marry a wife, to be given in marriage. 3] They condemn the Anabaptists who forbid these civil offices to Christians. 4] They condemn also those who do not place evangelical perfection in the fear of God and in faith, but in forsaking civil offices, for 5] the Gospel teaches an eternal righteousness of the heart. Meanwhile, it does not destroy the State or the family, but very much requires that they be preserved as ordinances of God, and that charity be practiced in such 6] ordinances. Therefore, Christians are necessarily bound to obey their own magistrates 7] and laws save only when commanded to sin; for then they ought to obey God rather than men. Acts 5, 29.
Part 5

17. When will the Church witness the fullness of the work exercised through Joshua? Consider Revelation 21-22. If that will be the completion, hw shall we label the wars and distribution of land in Joshua?

18. Sometimes the Church is portrayed in two broad terms, the Church militant and the Church triumphant. What do the phrases mean?

























� Exodus 3:8,17; 13:5; 33:3; Leviticus 20:24; Numbers 13:27; 14:8; 16:13-14; Deuteronomy 6:3; 11:9; 26:9,15; 27:3; 31:20; Jeremiah 11:5; 32:22; Ezekiel 20:6,15


� The method of selection may have been the Urim and Thummim from the ephod of the high priest (Exodus 28:30; I Samuel 2:28)


� Stoning was the commanded method of capital punishment for blasphemy (Leviticus 24:16), idolatry (Deuteronomy 13:6-11), desecration of the Sabbath (Numbers 15:32-36), human sacrifice (Leviticus 20:2), and occultism (Leviticus 20:27), and adultery with betrothed virgin (Deuteronomy 22:23-24). In some cases the men of Israel carried out the stoning (Deuteronomy 21:21) and in other cases the congregation of Israel carried out the judgment (Leviticus 24:16), and in other instances an individual accuser or victim began the stoning and then was joined by all the people (Deuteronomy 13:9).


� These are based on Adolph Harstad’s Joshua, (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2004), 331.


� These are based on Adolph Harstad’s Joshua, (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2004), 371.


� For “cutting a covenant”, refer to Jeremiah 34:18-19 and Genesis 15:9-21.


� Kiriath-Jearim means “town of the woods” and Beeroth means “wells”.


� The only other reference to this work is in II Samuel 1:18, which states that the lament of David over Saul and Jonathan is quoted from the Book of the Upright One.
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